Rob Retz 




Dear Mr. Newman: 

Perhaps you are aware that I have undertaken a Fugio research project with the goal 
of producing a comprehensive monograph on the series. As the pioneer researcher in 
the series any assistance in this project that you might be willing to lend will be most 
greatly appreciated. 

I am hoping to attain as broad a scope as possible in this project. Some of the areas 
that I want to cover in depth are history of the series, minting techniques (more on that 
later), plating of all 60 known varieties, extensive die state data, fantasy pieces, 
“restrikes”, errors, and condition census data. 

Bill Noyes is working with me to produce one of the most extensive Fugio photo files 
yet developed. This will form the basis for the plate work of the book. 

Any assistance that you would be willing to offer would be most appreciated and duly 
credited. (Something which has not always happened in the past!) 



Rob Retz 


P.S. I was enthralled by your talk at thel 991 EAC Convention on the possibility of the 
use of a mechanical planchet feeder by colonial minters. Subsequently I searched for 
a “consistent anomaly” in the coinage that would confirm the use of such a device. Lo 
and behold the Fugio series contains at least two! N. 15-V that is consistently struck off 
center 5% to K-6, and N. 9-Q that is consistently struck off center to K-2. Such an 
anomaly could not have occurred had the planchets been hand fed. 



living long enough for the Portland convention— It’s like 
watching little children kicking each other’s bicycles! 


Dear Dr. Hall, 


Thank you for sending me a copy of your Fugio variety identification article. Obviously 
you have not heard that some guy named Newman developed a much more complete 
system fifty years ago. You really should get out more. 

You should double check you I and R obverses as I believe you will find that they are 
the same die. Also, I would really like to see your J-11 as I can not find a currently 
known combination that matches your description. 

While you have only about half of the currently known varieties you have already 
acquired many of the more difficult ones. You should be able to add many more 
varieties without great difficulty. 

I am including a conversion chart so that you can convert over to Newman’s system. 



Rob Retz 


P.S. If your friend Mr. Parmalee has any more Fugios that he might want to dispose of 
I will gladly pay up to $2.00 for better specimens. 


Hall Fugio variety list: 29 varieties listed 

6-C pattern classification-- 1-CC From the Parmalee sale June 1890 lot: 

664 cost ETKK called Fine by Hall ($51.00) 

A-1 New Haven die 
** B-2= 15-H Fine 

* *B-16 = 15-K Fine Parmalee collection January 1891 T.KK($1.00) 

** B-6 = 15-Y Fine Crosby plate VII - 5 See Crosby sale lot 1364 

** C-5 = 7-T Fine cost T.KK 

** D-4 = 12-X Fine. Shows the ring marks 

** D-17 = 12-M Fine Parmalee collection January 1891 Bought after the sale from 
Mr. Parmalee T.KK (1.00) 

** E-3 = 8-B Fine Cost T.KK Obverse slightly corroded ($1.00) 

** E-4 = 8-X Good May, ‘97 .UE 

** F-3=1 -B 

** F-8 = 1 -Z Exceedingly sharp From Parmalee sale June, 1890: lot 667 label not 
raised but comprised of two raised rings 

G-2 = 18-H Fine From Maj. Nichols January 1900 .EF. 

** G-4 = 1 8-X Poor From Chapman through Mr. Hays Nov 1896 DK 
** G-9 = 18-U Fine From Parmalee sale June 1890 lot 667 $1.05 ea 
** H-10 = 6-W Fine 

** 1-3= 11-B Fine From Capt. Wood Sept.‘90 cost .UK 
** 1-4= 11-X Fine From Mr. Wood Mar. 1892 .IK 

1-7 = 11 - A ‘this is the identical piece illustrated in Crosby plate VII #4 see 
Crosby page 300 Sold in the Crosby sale lot 1363 for $24 Purchased by me from Mr. 
Proskey Sept. ‘88 cost- TEKK ($15.00) 

AA J-11 Sharp From Parmalee collection January 1891 T.RE (unidentified variety) 
K-12 = 3-D Fine From Parmalee collection January 1891 T.RE 
** L-15 = 4-E Fine Parmalee sale lot 667 

M-13 = 5-HH Good From Parmalee collection January 1891 T.RE 
** M-19 = 5-F Good 

N-14 = 2-C Fine From Parmalee collection January 1891 T.RE 
** 0-4 = 13-X Fine Parmalee collection January 1891 T.KK ($1.00) 

P-2 = 1 6-H Fine Parmalee collection January 1891 T.KK ($1.00) 


** Q-8 = 19-ZPoor Parmalee collection January 1891 T.KK($1.00) 

AA R-4 = 11-X Fine From Dr. Maris January 1892 : appears to be same as 1-4 

** S-18 = 9-Q Fine From Mr. Wood Mar. 1892 .EK 

** S-20 = 9-P Fine rev scratched From Bue collection Dec. 1895 


Notes: 

In January, 1891 Hall purchased 9 Fugios from Lorin Parmalee, some 6 months after 
the Parmalee collection had been sold at auction. The purchase included a 13-X, 16- 
H, 19-Z, 2-C, 5-HH, 3-D, 12-M, 15-K, and the still unidentified J-11. 

Hall bought lot 667 at the Parmalee sale in June, 1890. The lot was described in the 
catalog as ‘cents: same types: states on left: united on right: different dies: very fine 
and uncirc.; 4 pcs.’ The lot was purchased at $1.05 each. The lot was comprised of a 
18-U, 4-E, 1-Z, and a fourth coin unlisted in the inventory. Hall also bought lot 664 of 
the Parmalee sale-- the finest known 1-CC-- for $51.00 (ETKK). 

The last entry in the inventory reads as follows: Probable hub impression Gift from Mr, 
DeWitt (illegible) See Mr. Crosby’s article in The American Journal of Numismatics, 
page 380. 

Need better copy of page 218 Hall appears to have described the 11 obverse as 
both the I and R. The R-4 Hall designation appears to really be another example of the 
1-4(11-X). 


Newman to Hall conversion: Hall to Newman conversion: 
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Rob Retz 



Dear Mr. Newman: 

I was most pleased to receive your letter today. As I said any 
data that you may be able to provide will be most appreciated. I 
don’t know what form the data is in so I’ll let you decide the 
best manner to transmit it to me. 

My reference to past problems refers primarily to the Kessler 
secrecy and not to any real problems that I see in the 
classification system. However I get the idea from your letter 
that perhaps you may have some thoughts on a revised system. Any 
ideas that you may have on this subject will be considered. I 
have never had any problems with the system. True, the discovery 
of new varieties has created exceptions to some of the benchmarks 
of the system, but they do not pose real problems for those using 
the system. Furthermore, collectors are familiar with the 
nomenclature and confusion can and often does create migraine 
headaches when a new system is introduced. Witness the 
Breen/Cohen mess in half cents. (I never have been able to deal 
with Bressett as opposed to Ryder numbers in the Vermont series.) 
However, as I said, I am most interested in hearing your thoughts 
on the subject. 


In two weeks I’ll be traveling to Boston for the C4 Convention 



where I have several major collections lined up for photography. 
The photography is moving along quite well. I am hoping to at 
least get listings, grades, provenance, etc. for all major 
collections that cannot be photographed. Invariably some problems 
will arise in this area. Hopefully my persistence will prevail. 

Evidence of the use of a mechanical planchet feeder goes beyond 
the anomalies evidenced in the 15-V and 9-Q off center strikes. 
It goes a long way towards explaining the frequency of die 
clashing in the series. A study of die clashing in the punch 
linked Connecticut dies would I believe coroborate this. The 
device positioning of the Connecticut coinage merely makes the 
clashing less evident than the Fugios. Secondly, the use of a 
mechanical planchet feeder would go a long way towards explaining 
the frequency of multiple strikes in both the Fugio and punch- 
linked Connecticuts. A few pieces definitely were intentionally 
created (The 1786 M. 5.2-1 quadruple strike ex Bryant, Picker:171, 
now in a notorious New Jersey collection is a prime example.) 
However these guys weren’t there to fool around. It’s hard to 
believe that multiple strike could happen very often were the 
planchets hand fed. On the other hand, it’s very easy to explain 
if one inserts a mechanical planchet feeder into the equation. 


Best Wishes, 



Rob Retz 


P.S. I got a real chuckle out of your comment about the ANA 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 3, 1997 


Mr. Rob Retz 
5757 NE Emerson 
Portland, OR 97218 


Dear Rob: 

Enclosed in my invention as of 1787 in America. I put myself in 
of a mechanic of that period. 

What do you think of it? 

I will answer your last letter in due course. 


Sincerely, 
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November 23, 1997 

Mr Eric P Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St Louis, MO 63105 

Dear Eric, 


Thank you so much for the fourth edition of your splendid book Although the 
others were nice too, this one is really handsome! 1 appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

As you can see I’ve been hard at work This volunteer retirement job is quickly 
becoming full time. I wouldn't have time to play doctor even if I wanted to!! I have put 
together all I could glean about the Stepney hoard which includes so much from your 
correspondence of the early 50s. I've enclosed two manuscripts - the first, "The Fairfield 
County Hoard," is just a verbatim transcription of the more complete Stepnev inventory, 
purchased by the ANS, which I recopied in a more readable form No change's at all - just 
as Breen wrote it 


The second is the paper, "Stepney Revisited." I’m proposing for the next CNL 1 
was a bit presumptuous and included you and Kleeberg as co-conspirators since you both 
contributed so much to it Maybe after you finish reading it, you will not want to be 
associated with it 11 Well, anyway get out your red pen and add, subtract, suggest or 
whatever The more I delved into this, the more convinced I am that the hoard was 
genuine and put together prior to 1788, the year it was concealed I still have trouble with 
the .ron kettle In fact. I am asking the opinion of a physical chemist, courtesy of Charles 
Smith, as to what he would expect as to the condition of copper sitting in dirt and iron for 
192 years So much depends on the chemistry and moisture content of the soil, facts w e 
just don’t know So, expect those comments to arrive later 

I have a bunch of things to ask you. The latest Bower’s book says that Hodder 
found out that Hessberg was the purchaser of the hoard - but Breen told you something 
different in the PS of his February 7, 1952 letter to you He said the name w as like 
( ordier or Crotier, certainly nothing like Hessberg I left this place open in the footnote 
Also he said that Stacks was w riting you w'ith the name of the purchaser Did they ever do 
this 0 


1 m sure that you do not want me to say how much you paid for six uncirculated 
Machins" But then again, who wanted them in the 50s 9 Today it is a different story I 
once paid $1 00 for an unrecognized VC 1747 Machins from a junk box. and $1 58 for 
another from a dealer's stock book of English coppers But, those days are gone forever 



Once in a phone conversation, you told me that you had a friend make some 
inquiries about Stepney in the early 1950s. Do you recall all the details since I did quote 
you Is this OK. 0 Please fill in any blanks or delete if inappropriate 

Under coin No. 95, Breen mentions “suction marks.” Are these just clash marks'’ 

It is a new term for me. 

On another topic, as I was rereading your classic article, “A Recently Discovered 
Coin Solves a Vermont Numismatic Enigma," I saw on plate XXXIII you pictured a 
Connecticut 5.4-G. Now a CNL patron just sent me a clear photo of an excellent 5.4-G 
with a little dot between the bust and the A of AUCTOR1 and another dot by the colon 
after CONNEC. Although Em just working from a photo copy of your article and don’t 
have a glossy reprint, your piece seems to have exactly the same variety of extra dots as 
his Others of which I have pictures lack this little difference. The patron was wondering 
if these extra dots make this a new variety of the 5.4 obverse. I can’t see that it has ever 
been reported but then again there are lots of Connecticut die variations I’m not aware of 
I would assume that it is die damage to 5.4 rather than a new variety. But then again since 
Buell had complete hubs in 1786, it could be a separate die. Any thoughts 9 1 was going 
to bounce this off Bobby Martin. Who else would know about such a thing 9 

Another minor point concerning that article, in your letter to me of April 21, 1997 
you called the famous 1776 CEORCIVS #55 in the inventory whereas in your letter to 
Breen of March 13, 1952, you identified it as #56 Do you recall which number it was 9 I 
wanted to report this accurately. 

A last unrelated item. You had once discussed with me your desire to update your 
Virginia study. What plans do you have for this and is there any way I could help 9 The 
series has been too long neglected and deserves a renaissance. Mike McLauglin, in 
cooperation with Jim Spilman, has submitted his Fugio update to the CNL for at least two 
future issues. 

1 guess I have taken up enough of your time with this letter. Please feel free to 
wield the red ink since 1 want this Stepney paper to be as complete and accurate as our 
current state of knowledge permits. After you see it, I was thinking of running it by Dave 
Bowers since he handled many of the hoard. Also Bobby Martin who has a large 
collection of Connecticuts and expressed interest in the hoard. Anyone else you can think 
of 9 Stacks should see it since they are mentioned but they are not accused of any 
mischief. Lastly, do you feel that the ANS has the legal right to print this copy of the 
Breen inventory which they purchased at auction 9 I am always sensitive to such issues 

Our wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours. 


Sipcerely yours. 







I spent last week at the C4 Convention. Bill Noyes cut his 
vacation in Hawaii short and grabbed a redeye flight into Boston 
Thursday night. We photographed two of the most important Fugio 
collections in existence and numerous other major specimens. This 
pushed my data base forward but I still have a lot to go. 
Persistence will prevail! 

Friday morning I walked into the bourse when it opened and noticed 
that all the C4 people were at each other’s tables, looking at 
each other’s coins. I took advantage of the situation and made a 
beeline for the far end of the Bay State bourse. Within a few 
minutes I was walking down the aisle when I looked down and there 
in a case were three Fugios, one of which had a die break at K-8 
to the dial. Talk about sending a Fugio freak into cardiac 
arrest! I added a nice VF N.17-WW to my collection to bring me up 
to 46 varieties. I also added a N. 14-0 struck medal turn- I have 
seen three specimens of which this is the finest. All are early 
die state without the reverse breaks. I also saw a N. 19-Z struck 
medal turn. This is the only one in my data base. 

All in all it was a very productive weekend! 



MARGARET I ROB RETZ 




Mr. Jarvis 
Water Street 
New Haven, Conn. 


Dear Mr. Newman, 

I am pleased to inform you that I will shortly be awarded a 
contract from the Continental Congress to coin coppers. Mr. Duer 
has assured me that there will be no problems. I am sorry but I 
am unable to repay the money that I owe you at the present time 
but there have been some sizable expenses in obtaining this 
contract. The coining contract should return my expenses manyfold 
in a short time. 

I showed Mr. Buell the drawings that you sent me and he was 
impressed. He hastily penned some very rough drawings based on 
your design. I am enclosing the rough drawing. I’ll try to have 
him make some better drawings in the near future, but right now he 
is very busy engraving dies for some patterns of the new coinage 
that we can submit to the Congress. 

Mr. Buell assured me that by using the new planchet feeder we 
should be able to speed up the coining process manyfold. The new 
feeder is designed to fit into the press over the anvil die. A 
slider the thickness of a planchet fits into a slot in the feeder 
bed. A slot in the slider and a pin in the bed limit slider 
travel both fore and aft. The forward travel stop is set so that 
the slider can travel up to the hole in the bed where the anvil 
die sits. Aft travel is set to stop just past a tube in which 
blank planchets are stacked. Two spring loaded dogs are set into 


the base to stop the planchet over the die. These dogs are 
thinner than the planchet. The coined planchet is then ejected by 
the next planchet as it is fed into the press and falls down a 
chute into a keg. This motion forces the dogs to retract until 
the coined planchet is clear and then pop back out to stop the 
incoming planchet. The base of the feeder is fastened to the 
coining press by bolts fitted through elongated slots that allow 
for adjustment of the entire apparatus so that it is precisely 
placed relative to the die. 

I hope that you can make some sense of this as the drawings are 
very rough. I am confident that we will soon be coining and at a 
speed unknown before now. 



Sincerely, 












See <2-Jc.c_tor 
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Spring 1787 
U. S. of A. 
Sent by stage 

James Jarvis 

c/o Broome & Platt 

New Haven, Connecticut 


Dear Jim: 

Thank you for your recent undated letter. You deserve 
congratulations for obtaining the contract to coin coppers for the 
Congress. A doer like you should make big money in coinage. A 
Duer like your political friend is a political fixer so be careful. 

Abel Buell is a great mechanic and I am glad he altered my 
design for a blank feeder. He altered the design on some 
Connecticut paper money long since and got branded and his ear 
cropped for it. 

I like some of the changes, particularly the two separated 
spring loaded dogs instead of a single dog at the back. I think 
these dogs should not be thinner than the planchets because the 
dogs have to stop the planchets and some planchets would jump their 
do-gs because the planchet edges are not all vertical. The dogs can 
easily be moved out of the way before striking and stay away until 
ejection has been accomplished. Ejection by the planchet itself 
being pushed would cause many planchets to jump the struck coin 
rather than push it out or do some of each. Can Abel design a 
brush or spring pusher attached to the side of the front of the 
slider which sweeps or pushes the struck coin off and then the dogs 
would be returned in time to stop the sliding planchet where it 
belongs. Did you see any experiments like this at Boulton's or 
write him about them. Boulton's new system is too complicated for 
ou.r machine as we don't have steam engines to run our presses. 

We have to finish this soon so the young boys don't get their 
fingers near the dies and so minting goes fast. Where will the 
coins be struck. New Haven or New York ? 

Please give my regards to your family and don't worry about 
the competition of other copper coiners. You have the contract 
which will take over. 

Your most humble servant, 



Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue. .ST Louts. Missouri 63105 


To Phil Mossman 
From Eric P. Newman 


December 1, 1997 

Re: Fugio Coppers as to your 
letter of November 23, 1997 


Retz wants to write a book on Fugios as you know and at your 
suggestion I am helping him. I hope McLaughlin and Spilman will 
let him use their updated stuff after you publish it it CNL. 

/ 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Memo 


Re: Fugio Coppers January 12, 1998 

TO': Rob Retz 

From: Eric P. Newman 


Please note pp. 70-71 of "The Robert Morris Papers Project 
by Elizabeth Nuxoll in American Journal of Numismatics , Vol. 
(1997) as to William Duer fraud. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


To: Rob Retz January 21, 1998 

From: Eric P. Newman Re: Fugio 


You Letter marked January 2, 1998 forced me to open my packing box 
marked FUGIO. I had been tossing data in it for years. I even 
found the original paste ups for my Fugio article of 1949 or 1952, 
etc. The thing I looked for was whether I had a copy of the Damon 
Douglas research when I wrote things up. Probably not. I found 
no correspondence with him. When did he die? When did he give ANS 
his papers ? I then found some small boxes and "Eureka" there was 
a microfilm marked JARVIS and the FUGIO COPPERS by Damon Douglas. 
I found correspondence with Taxay, Spilman, Barnsley, Picker, Yale, 
ANS, American Antiguarian Society and many others. This stuff 
should be straightened out and examined. 

If all this doesn't encourage you to Fugio here and go over 
this material with me then I will be surprised. Would you like to 
stay at my house ? Is some convenient weekend the best time ? 
Maybe I can sort some of it beforehand. There are loads of 
pictures but perhaps you do not need these. 

Sometimes I am glad I am a pack rat - sometimes not. 

In any event the microfilm is in good shape but its rubber 
band promptly disintegrated when removed. It can be duplicated if 
that is proper. The smell of my box was terrible from chemical wet 
process transfer copies and acetate holders for film. The contents 
surprised me. I hacJ copies of Dr. Hall's varieties which I learned 
about long after I did my work. I found his inventory book in my 
library but never knew then that it was his as there was no name 
on it. 

Planchet feeder material will be responded to separately. 


Dear Eric, 


I received your letter of the 21 Jan. and am truly excited at the potential this trove holds 
for the Fugio project. Can I ‘Fugio it’ to St. Louis? You bet I can! How does the 
weekend of Feb. 27, 28, and Mar. 1 work for you? I’m really quite flexible but I would 
like to firm things up ASAP as airfares are really quite reasonable right now ($205 
PDX to STL). 

I always felt that there was a good chance that additional copies of the Douglas work 
existed. The problems accessing the ANS copy had me in a bit of a funk. The work is 
so important that failure to utilize it would seriously compromise the project and yet the 
restrictions coupled with the expense of New York pretty much put that option out of 
the question. This solves all those problems. The possibility that a project could be 
undertaken to bring the work to the numismatic community certainly is exciting, but one 
shouldn’t get too far ahead of things. I don’t know who, if anyone, would posses 
publishing rights to the manuscript. My guess is that it is probably in the public 
domain. But first things first. 

Your reference to Dr. Hall’s inventory book and his having developed a nomenclature 
for Fugios is a real find. I don’t know of anyone (besides yourself) who is aware of this. 
This is an exciting area. I have a Xerox copy of Hall’s journal on Connecticut coppers, 
the original being in the Connecticut State Library. I’ll really look forward to seeing his 
Fugio work. 

As for the ‘loads of pictures’ -- Yes, I’m certainly interested in those. I’ll bring my photo 
file which has become quite extensive and is still growing. Just one picture can make 
all the difference in one’s understanding of a particular variety. 

If the dates I gave fit into your schedule let me know, if not we can pick just about any 
other weekend to get together. You can call me at 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Rob Retz 


March 9, 1998 



Dear Rob: 

Dr. Hall telegraphed me and said that he could not locate his 
J—11 and that it must have been fugioed. He is having his eyes 
checked as the spectacles he is wearing are Hubbled a little. 
Above all he said that you promised him you would send me a copy 
of his Connecticut variety list and he doesn't think you did it 
yet. 

I have been diverted to other matters of numismatic interest 
recently and neglected to write you. 

My wife and I are planning to take the Queen of the West from 
Po-rtland on Saturday May 23, 1998 to look for a coin Lewis and 
Clark lost in the Snake River. Lewis was trying to throw it across 
the stream with a bear behind but he lost the toss. We are hoping 
to stay at the Double Tree Hotel Jamtzen Beach the night of Friday 
May 22 and take a city tour the next morning before the boat 
leaves. Perhaps we might meet in the crater of Mount St. Helens 
or some other hot spot at a convenient time. 


Greetings 



Eric P. Newman 



Dear Eric, 


PANIC ATTACK!!! You say that you did not get the Hall Connecticut text. 
Somehow my memory (which doesn’t always serve me right) tells me that it was 
shipped in the same package as the Hall notes. If you haven’t got it by now it’s lost in 
the bowels of the Post Awful (I always wanted to use that Walterism). Let me know 
ASAP and I will reduplicate. 

Glad to hear that you are coming to PDX. You’ll love the trip up the Colombia gorge. 
Truly one of the world’s wonders. I don’t know if Lewis and Clark tossed any coins in 
the river but you will pass The Dalles which at one time was considered for the site of a 
federal mint. I think that the proposed building is still there and is now a feed store. I 
do hope that you will have a little extra time to visit. I know that at least a couple of 
choice Fugios make their home in this city. Keep me posted on the trip. 

I am enclosing a copy of a guide to the city written by Portland coin dealer and all¬ 
round good guy John Haugh. He wrote it for prospective attendees to the ANA 
convention. You might find it useful. 


Best wishes, 



P.S. Am enclosing a photo of the heaviest known Fugio which also resides in 
Portland. 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Rob Retz 


March 26, 1998 



Dear Rob: 

I am afraid we had a mail train's steam engine explode outside 
of Union Station and the Post Master declared the contents a total 
loss. Undoubtedly, Dr. Hall's Connecticut listings which you were 
to send me were among the contents. I will be most appreciative if 
yon could send along another copy as I still have not received any. 

The other materials you were kind enough to send to me have 
arrived safely, and you have my thanks for them. 

I look forward to my package of the good Dr. Hall's work on 
the Grapevine state and her coppers. 


Sincerely 



Eric P. Newman 



FRir p N'FWMAV WVfISMATIC FDUCATION SOCIFTY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Rob Retz 


April 22, 1998 



Dear Rob: 

I just returned from the ANS Gala and Mossman lecture on the 
Stepney Hoard and in the mail was your Dr. Hall photocopy. It is 
great and I thank you for it. Do you know if ANS has a copy 
because it mentions the Canfield collection of Connecticuts which 
ANS has. I will make a copy if they do not already have it in 
their library, unless you have an objection. I'll send it in your 
name. 

I am sorry the first photocopy is among the missing. 


Since 



Eric P. Newman 



A-nls -L.t~ 



FRTC P NFWMAM V 'MTSMATIC FDUCATION SOCIETY 




Rob Retz April 22, 1998 



Dear Rob: 

Your January 1998 letter about the planchet feeder design 
certainly points out critical problems I -4_opot believe I answered 
it. 

The planchet stop is essential as I see it whether the feeder 
is. hand pushed or automatic. It must be small but must be 
withdrawn before striking unless it is thinner than the planchet. 
If it is thinner, planchets will jump it because planchets are 
often round edged or irregular. A lever to withdraw it seems 
normal. 

Now to get the struck coin out of the way a finger spring or 
sweeping brush can be mechanical and be pinned so it sweeps out of 
the way of the uppen die. The sweeper can move 120 degrees or 180 
degrees and there can be 3 or 2 sweepers in such a set of levers. 
Can you design one with this thought in mind. Who else can we ask? 

There has to be a simple way to push and pull the tongue of 
the feeder and have it do simple tasks we have assigned to it. 

Yours,^ 



Eric P. Newman 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue. St. Louis. Missouri 63205 


Rob Retz June 4, 1998 



Dear Rob: 

Believe it or not the February 1998 mailing of the Thomas Hall 
inventory photocopy was just located in a pile of magazines in the 
office I share. I am embarrassed but will recover. It was a 

nuisance for you to redo the group and I thank you again for doing 

it . The only good that can come out of this is for one of us to 

want to send the substitute copy I have to someone. I will hold 

it for the first deserving person you or I feel merits it. 

I hope I will see you in Portland in August at the ANA 
Convention. 


Cordially, 



Eric P. Newman 



Dear Eric, 


I take back all those nasty things that I said about the Post Office! Perhaps 
the extra copy could be donated to the C4 library. 

I really do need to access your Fugio resources. I don’t know what the 
volume of the material is but we need to work out the logistics. Perhaps you 
could send me the material and I’ll return it at the ANA convention. Perhaps 
you could bring it with you to ANA. You decide if either of these scenarios 
would work or present me with other suggestions. 

The Fugio project has been going a bit slowly lately. It’s ebb and flow is pretty 
much dictated by the ebb and flow of data coming in. I have been doing 
some work on the 17-1. Take a very close look at the Norweb 17-1 (discovery 
coin found by A1 Hoch in 1961). Discard any preconceptions about the I 
reverse and see if you can spot something amazing about this coin that no one 
in 37 years has spotted, (hint: It’s not a trick [it’s a counterfeit; cast, electro, 
tooled, etc]. We’re talking 1787 New Haven-at the time of minting.) 


Best wishes, 


17-1 



Rarity: R-7+ (4 known, a 5th rumored) 725 54 

Strike order: 

17-S, 17-WW, 17-T, 17-1 17-1; 21-1 


1) VF 30 Dick August collection; ex: Bowers’/ Norweb sale 11/88: 3547; discovery coin (see: CNL, 
p. 16); struck over an obverse brockage (see notes); 144.8 gr : 72554 

2) F 15 Don Valenziano collection; sharpness of VF 25 but dark with some porosity and pitting; 
144J.gf; 

3) VG ex: Dick August collection 

4) VG 8 (holed & plugged) Don Scarinci collection; 72013 










Notes: 


Discovered by A1 Hoch in 1961. Originally believed to be a new reverse die and given the attribu¬ 
tion 17-J. Later it was believed to be an extremely late state of the previously known I reverse and 
the attribution was corrected. In order to avoid confusion the letter J has remained unused. More 
recently collected data demonstrates that it is, in reality, an earlier reverse state. 

The strike order of the 17-1 has long been considered to be clearly defined. The reverse characteris¬ 
tics of the discovery coin (72554) appear to be a late state struck after the 21-1. The discovery of 
coins #2 and #4 show a much different pattern with the reverse clashing very light and distinct from 
that seen on either specimen #1 or the 21-1 specimens with reverse clash marks. On careful reexam¬ 
ination the Norweb specimen of the 17-1 appears to have been struck over an obverse brockage with 
the brockage impression on the reverse assuming an appearance similar to, but on close examination 
distinct from, the heavily clashed reverse state. On the 21-1 the incuse impression of the ‘YO’ of your 
shows an O which is distinctly higher than the Y, consistent with a clash with the 21 obverse. On 
the 17-1 the Y and O are in even alignment which is consistent with the 17 obverse. However, on 
the Norweb 17-1 the surrounding area, that corresponding to the exergue of the obverse, exhibits a 
distinctly different appearance, being raised from the rest of the field. This is distinctly different from 
the exergue area of the clashed reverse which is relatively level with the rest of the field area. 



Note the raised exergue portion on the Norweb 17-1 indicative of a brockage undertype and incon¬ 
sistent with the impression left by die clashing illustrated on the right. 



In this view the O of Fugio is embedded in the ring and is 
more consistent with a brockage than with clashing. 



Reverse clash detail (inverted) on specimen #4 is similar to that seen on specimen #2. This light 
clash appears to be the only known die state of the 17-1. Although it is difficult to see in the 
photo, the Y and O of ‘YOUR’ are aligned in the clash, indicative of the 17 obverse. 



Note: Close examination of 17-S 72144 seems to show a light break from the rim across the top of 
the F in FUGIO. This specimen also shows clash marks between the 8 in the date and the dial simi¬ 
lar to those seen on specimens of the 17-WW, 17-T, and 17-1. 




All known specimens of the 17-WW and the subsequently struck 17-T and 17-1 have the radial obverse 
break from the rim at 8:30 into the dial plate. No specimens of the earlier struck 17-S show this 
break. The break is a ready diagnostic for three extremely rare varieties (17-WW, 17-T and 17-1). 


72013 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


June 23, 1998 


Mr. Rob Retz 



Dear Rob: 

As promised, here is the microfilm of Douglas on Jarvis and the Fugio Coppers 
which I obtained somewhere. I apparently did not know about the ms at ANS when 
I wrote in 194 and 1952 on the subject. 

If you have it transferred to paper, please send me a copy. 

Please return it by the end of 1998. Time Flies. 

Sincerely, 

Eric P. Newman 


(2 O' 


EPN:bv 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 12, 1998 


Mr. Rob Retz 



Dear Rob: 


Many thanks for your hospitality and that of your wife, your daughters 
and the Bassett hounds. I enjoyed the evening repast at your 
home and your talk as highlights of my ANA Portland experience. 

My Doubletree Hotel problem was slightly unusual. I never read 
a hotel guest list before. 

I learned many things and saw much to drool over. Your male dog 
also found me a subject to drool over, but it was so pure and 
it dried off perfectly. 


Congratulations on planning for and stimulating all of the ANA 
visi tors. 

Now go to work on your research-FUGIO. 

Sincerely, 



Eri c;?< Newman 


EPN:bv 
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Dear Eric, 


It's been almost 4 months since ANA and I haven't written—I guess time really 
does fly when you're having fun! Enclosed is the hard copy of the Douglas 
manuscript that I promised. The lousy reproduction is the result of the transfer 
from microfilm to text and can't be helped. 

I haven't been standing still on the Fugio project. I ran a hard copy of my notes 
and had it spiral bound before the C4 convention in Boston. I had some 
hesitation about doing this but decided to take it with me to aid in my own note 
taking at the convention. I was overwhelmed at the response that the notes 
received. Suddenly people could see with their own eyes that there was a real 
project moving forward and it really opened some doors. One collector whose 
holdings I had been trying to get some record of had been very disinterested 
until he saw the notes and within one minute I had his inventory along with 
promises of additional help. Terranova does have a photo of the 24-MM and Phil 
Mossman offered to try to get Spilman to provide a photo of the 23-ZZ. This 
would give me photos of all 60 varieties and would be a real watershed in the 
whole project. 

Terranova displayed his collection at the convention. This gave me a much- 
needed opportunity to study the finest collection ever assembled and I ended up 
raising many coins by 10 points or so from earlier grading from photos. Tony 
also offered to try to get me some data on a very major collection in NY that I 
have known about but have been unable to access. 

The plugs for my project that were in the C4 sale catalog have prompted a couple 
of closet collectors to write, resulting in a couple of important pieces to come out 
of the woodwork. All in all, very satisfying. 

If I can bring all these prospects to fruition it still leaves me with the Spilman 
collection (who knows where if I'll ever have any luck there?) and your lifelong 
friend and bosom buddy in Phoenix (Mr. Humility). I'd like to crack that nut 
even more for the personal satisfaction than for the data. Hey, don't laugh! 
While I'm both patient and persistent. I'm also devious. 

At any rate, at some time I really do have to study the contents of your Fugio 
box. I will accommodate whatever logistics suit you in this. The data is 
indispensable to the project. Additionally, you have photos of the core of the 
Boyd collection from your initial work (OK, so here's the devious part) and, after 
all, any photos used in the final work have to be credited. "Now John, 
unfortunately as it now stands. I'm forced to give Newman credit for the photos 
of coins that you've been the protector of for half a century. Why don't we take 
the necessary steps to get proper photos and credits of the coins?" Think that 
will cause some consternation in Az? 

I hope that you enjoyed ANA as much as we here in Portland enjoyed hosting it. 
Many thanks for taking time from your busy schedule to attend our barbecue. It 


V * f 1 


was a very enjoyable evening. Just don't think that you're special because Wally 
drooled on you— he does that to everyone who has food! 


Best wishes, 

& 


4&s> — X AA uH 1^4 

4 A &)d 44 & 4k 4^ 

AX - 



12 / 17 / 9 $ 


13:13 


0314 324 1996 


ST L MERCANTILE 


@001 


Roto Retz 



December 18, 1998 


Dear Rob: 

Your letter mailed December 10, 1993 was an X-mas greeting 
rather than a delayed response to my summer letter. The interval 
gave me time to think, Tick-tock FUGIO, doesn't it. 

I am delighted that you have made enormous progress and break 
through in the Fugio matter. Maybe one of the formerly unavailable 
collections had a 23-ZZ do you won't need Spilman's photo. If 
Spilmar. refuses to send you or Mossman the photo then Spilman 
expects to publish and doesn't want his opus anticipated by anyone 
else. Perhaps you can make him coauthor, advisor, sultan, senior 
sherpa, or CEO of the project, if you so determine. His work on 
Colonial Newsletter merits great recognition and you ought to give 
hin that build up with CNL citations. 

In the interval I think I have solved the feeder mechanism 
possibly used in 1787. I will not bother you with it at this time 
but it was you who gave me the first proof that there had to be a 
planchet placement mechanism because of Fugio variety study. 

We will arrange the visit to my box of Fugio material. I 
should have some original negatives probably and all positives from 
my study of 50 years ago. They will be a ness but there. 

As to your research don't be "devious", just call your 
persistence enthusiasm, connivance thinking, your spin tact, your 
stubbornness strength and your snakedness flexibility. 

Give your family my best except for the slob Wally who doesn't 
need it as long as his appetite is satisfied. 

Thrive, 


Eric F. Newman 



Dear Eric, 

I wanted to let you know my final post-EAC plans. Ill fly into St. Louis 
Apr. 18 on TWA fit. 527, arriving at 10:50am. Ill catch a cab to your 
place. I leave Apr. 19 on TWA fit. 173, leaving at 5:25pm. I really 
appreciate your hospitality and I am looking forward to the trip. 

Tm going to pack my camera and hope to do some coin photography. My 
photography isn’t all that great, but at least it rates as “adequate.” If you 
get a box in the mail ahead of time it’s my tripod. I’m not going to carry 
that on the plane to Cinci. 

Ill be rooming with Bob Martin at EAC. I’m sure that you know Bob. 
He’s a dear friend and the keeper of the Connecticut copper research in 
C4. He asked me, if possible, to try to photo a few of your Connecticuts. 
It’s no imposition to me to do so, but is completely up to you. He gave 
me the following list: 

1785: 4.2-F.6 


8-D 


1786 2.2-D.2 (my favorite as I discovered one unattributed in 1990) 
2.4-U (naturally)'- 5 ^ 

2.3- T (ditto) 

5.3- G 
7-K 

1787 1.1-W 

1.3- L 

1.4- WW (wow!) 

3-G 

7-1 

15-R 

1788 1-1 


Again, this is completely up to you. If it won’t work out Bob will 
understand. 

Looking forward to the trip. 


Best wishes, 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, 


63 1 05 



Rob Retz 


April 5, 1999 


Dear Rob: 

Your details ais to the April 18, 1999 arrival are at hand. 

I sugges^yoi^do not take a taxi when you arrive. Please 
telephone me and tell me you are here. Then go to the 
Metrolink at the main terminal of the airport which is an electric 
trolley line. The fare is about $3.00. It is a 15 to 20 minute ride 
to DEBALIVIERE station where I will meet you. Get off at this 
station, cross over the tracks and take the elevator or stairway 
up to street level. I will be there in my car. 

I will try to locate the Connecticut coppers you listed for 
photography. Do you want to see any of my Fugio cents or not? Are 
there any special coins you want to see? Remember the bank vault 
will be closed the days you are here. 


Let me hear from you before Cincinnati. 



Eric P. Newman 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


To: Rob Retz Re: Fugio Coppers 

From : Eric P. Newman 
Date: May 4, 1999 


I am writing an article on the feeder mechanism of the early 
U.S. period as you know. 

I need to know the details of which Fugio varieties are struck 
consistently off center and in the same off center position. You 
indicated there were three. Please give me the variety, the off 
center clockwise position on obverse or reverse and the extent of 
the deviation. 

I presume there are no exceptions in these varieties, 
discover this or does someone else get the credit? 


Did you 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

64 jo Ctcil A.venuc % Sc. Louis, Missouri 63ZC5 


Roto Retz May 17, 1999 



In looking for something under Smithsonian Institution in my 
files I found some early Fugio correspondence which I thought might 
be of interest to you for your Fugio work. Copies are enclosed. 


January 30, 1951 
February 6, 1951 
February 10, 1951 
July 17, 1951 
July 19, 1951 
July 27, 1951 
August 16, 1951 


Breen to Newman 
Newman to Breen 
Breen to Newman 
Newman to Breen 
Mosher to Newman 
Newman to Mosher 
Newman to Mosher 


I had no recollection of these at the time you visited. 


My best, 


Eric P. Newman 





Dear Eric, 

I received your inquiry on the off center Fugios. Please pardon me for not 
having responded sooner. I want to thank both you and Evelyn for the gracious 
hospitality that you extended to me in St. Louis. I will always treasure that 
precious time. I really want to thank you for taking time from your busy 
schedules to accommodate me. 

I’ve only begun to delve through the box of material that you loaned me, but 
I’m truly astounded by the breadth of resources that you have accumulated over 
the years. The importance that these materials have to my Fugio research cannot 
be overestimated. 

Regarding your inquiry, there are two Fugio varieties that are consistently struck 
off center, 9-Q and 15-V. Both are off center approximately 5 degrees. 9-Q 
comes off center towards K-2 to K-4 (obverse) and 15-V comes off center 
towards K-6. All 9-Q’s that I have seen are so struck and the only exception 
among 15-V’s is the specimen in your original Fugio plate (presumably ex: Boyd) 
that is centered. 

My guess is that there are probably some co-struck varieties of Connecticut 
coppers that exhibit similar characteristics. It certainly is a topic for further 
research. If varieties exhibiting such characteristics could be identified it would 
further strengthen the case for a mechanical feeder having been in use as well as 
shedding further light on the interrelationship between the Fugio and 
Connecticut coinage. 

I guess that I discovered this, as I have never heard of anyone else make this 
observation. It’s really an unimportant observation until one puts it in the 
context of the possibility of a mechanical planchet feeder having been in use. 
Then it takes on importance. I guess that the Gallery Mint, you and I are the 
only ones that have taken an interest in this subject as regards to colonial 
coinage. It was your talk on the subject at the ’92 EAC that got me going on 
the subject. As an aside, here’s a recall test for you. I was the fellow that you 
walked across the bourse floor with on Friday afternoon at that EAC and to 
whom you said, “Tonight I’m going to give a talk on a subject that I know 
absolutely nothing about. Fortunately, I know more about it than anyone else.” 
Sometimes my memory isn’t half-bad. That type of statement will really grab my 
attention. 

I hope that this is of some help in your research. If I can be of any further 
assistance let me know. 


Most recently my work in the “magic box” that I brought back with me from St. 
Louis has been with the Jarvis-Boulton correspondence that you acquired from 
the Assay Office in Birmingham in 1964. Absolutely astounding stuff! The last 
letter in the series is one dated 6 Oct. 1789 from Samuel Broome, then in 
London, to Matthew Boulton that reads: “I did myself the honour to address you 
a line under date of this day to which please to be referred. The present is to 
ask at what price per ct. you would coin a quantity of Copper the weight of 
three farthings of the present Tower coin and size proportioned to the weight 
Viz between the Common half penny and your new penny and not more work in 
the dye. The device I would send you.” 

What would Broome have wanted Boulton to mint at that late date? No 
reference as to what it would be or where he might have intended to put it into 
circulation. 

Almost a year and a half earlier in June, 1788 Jarvis had been inquiring of 
Boulton as to the possibility of minting a “federal cent of the United States of 
America”, going so far as to submit to him a most bizarre design proposal that 
had a palm tree replete with oversize coconuts on one side and a most erotic 
feminine figure on the other. This certainly is strange stuff to try to make sense 
out of. 

I’ve rattled on long enough, but all this is so interesting. My good thoughts to 
Evelyn and her butterflies. 


Best wishes, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue. St. Louis, Missouri 63/05 


August 5, 1999 


Mr , Rob Re t z 



Dear Rob: 

I visited ANS in New York and looked over the steel Fugie dies in their 
collection. They are the false New Haven dies made about 1860. The 
obverse die is cracked through the sun on the face of the die right 
through to the back of the die. The two reverse dies are made from 
the same hub and are identical, even though one is erroneously marked 
"thick links" and the other "thin links." 

I have not heard from you for so long I have to ask the reason. Did 
the pictures of the 1841 dime turn out poorly? When do you plan to 
return the material we loaned you? Are you hung up on other problems? 

My best to you. 


Sincerely, 



Eric P. Newman 


mb 



'h 




Dear Eric, 

I received your letter of Aug. 5 and I will get the materials off to you forthwith. 
You must understand that I've spent years perfecting the art of procrastination (1 
really could have perfected it in a couple of weeks, but I was procrastinating!) and, 
therein lies the true reason for the box's having merely occupied space here long 
after I've finished copying and cataloguing its contents- my apologies. Hey, at least 
I'm honest about it. I really have to chuckle as I read the volumes of 
correspondence that flowed to you from various Fugio people. It seems that each 
letter began with profuse apologies for having taken so long to reply to you and 
everyone gave a long explanation about how they had just been soooo busy- yea, 
sure! 

The only exceptions with regards to the materials are a couple of photos of Boyd 
coins that I need to get to the photo lab for reproduction. That I will try to do 
this week. When I was in St. Louis I mentioned the idea of reproducing your 
original photo plates through C4. I spoke with Dennis Weirzba, the president of 
C4, about this idea and he was most excited about the prospect. What are your 
thoughts on this? The logistics would be quite simple, and Dennis felt that it 
would be a great project to prepare before our convention in Boston in November. 
Let me know how you feel. If you have any problems with it I'll return the 
negatives to you. If you want to go ahead with it I'll send them to Dennis and 
we'll move the project forward immediately. 

I trust that you got my reply to your letter concerning the off center Fugios and 
your article on planchet feeders. Where will the article be published? I'm really 
looking forward to its publication. 

I viewed the dies in the ANS collection in 1991 and feel strongly that the whole 
subject of the 19* century fantasy Fugios sorely needs serious research. Virtually 
everything that's been written on the subject is merely a regurgitation of pap that 
was published eons ago. But, then, that's yet another subject. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Rob Retz August 16, 1999 



Dear Rob: 

Your letter of a few days ago concerning your delays should 
not concern you as you pointed out that from my file I was 
accustomed to lame excuses in correspondence. Whenever in the next 
month or so the material comes back to me is fine. 

What was left out of your letter is my reference to the 
pictures of the 1841 dime. No mention of them was made. Did they 
come out well? 

A reason I hesitate to permit the negatives of my original 
Fugio plates to be redone is not to hurt your planned revised work 
on Fugios. I was thinking that your publication might loose part 
of its appeal. If your work is going to be delayed then I will 
consider letting C-4 do it but it should at least have pictures of 
new varieties added. Let me know your feelings after considering 
these thoughts. 


My best 



Eric P. Newman 




Dear Eric, 


sLii^ 


I hope that the pictures arrived and are at least satisfactory. As I wrote, I was 
not at all pleased with the photos of the dime, but I hope that they can be of 
some use with enlargement. 

I will get the remaining material returned to you this week. As for the idea of 
reprinting your Fugio plates through C4, I do not feel that there would be any 
negative impact on my project. I do not feel that they should be updated or 
changed as my work will deal with that. Most collectors have never seen a decent 
rendition of the plates and I feel that the demand will be substantial. I feel that 
this would be a great project for the upcoming convention and many in the 
organization have concurred. Let me know what you think. I'll hang on to the 
negatives until I hear from you and then either return them to you or send them 
on to Dennis Weirzba. 

This last subject is most difficult for me and I hope that you do not take my 

thoughts on it negatively. I'm getting lots of comments on your talk at the ANA 

convention and, I fear, they deal exclusively with the messenger and not at all with 
the message. The comments are best summed up by my dear friend, and one of 
the nicest people I know, Don Valenziano, who wrote, "I attended the Chicago 
Coin Club meeting at ANA to hear Eric Newman's talk. The vile and venom 

literally dripped from Mr. Newman's remarks. The only thing that his talk proved 
is that he hates Dr. Sheldon. I only wonder what Eric's enemies will say about 
him twenty years after his demise." 

Personally, I don't give a damn about any stupid large cents. I also could care 
even less about Dr. Sheldon's 'reputation'. He was a bigoted, anti-Semitic racist. 
But, I worry, have the emotions of this matter taken over from reason and given 
way to a 'we have to destroy the village in order to save it' mindset? I'm 
beginning to see this as both sides continually escalate the rhetoric, the stakes, the 
level of involvement, and, ultimately, the destructive capacity of the conflict. At 
some point the ends, which seemed so noble at the outset, become blurred 

memories as the means escalate, overwhelming the participants. My greatest fears 
are becoming reality. 

If the disputed coins were today to reside in the ANS they would raise the overall 
level of their holding as much as spitting in the ocean would raise its level. On 
the other hand, the cancer of enmity that has invaded the hobby will last at least 
a generation. Each side blaming the other merely serves to give impetus to this 
destructive cancer. 


My own opinions about the affair were published in Penny-Wise and remain 
unchanged. They are, for the most part, irrelevant. However, I feel that I do 
have a perspective that most others lack. When we were viewing your coins in 
the vault you handed me a plate with Higley coppers and commented on how they 
(Higleys) had sometimes been 'switched'. The reference was, of course, obvious. I 
don't know of an affair, the explanation of which seemed more 'obvious' than the 
one to which you alluded. Someone who had previously stolen coins was present, 
viewed the material, and weeks later offered for sale a piece that had been stolen 
from the collection. What more could be obvious? One wouldn't, by all 
accounts, have to look any further. I, alone, by dint of having seen the material 
before anyone ever touched it, was faced with the reality that what was most 
'obvious' was, in fact, an illusion. What may, or may not, have occurred a half 
century ago at the ANS is far less clear and no matter how sure we may be about 
our beliefs, whatever they may be, entirely plausible opposing theories can be 
constructed. 

Against this backdrop, to the question 'did Sheldon switch the coins?' my answer is 
that probably he did. But, 1 submit, even if we had been present and knew for 
certain that he did, does the end goal of returning them now outweigh the 
destruction, in all its hideous manifestations, that has been wrought in achieving 
that goal. That is the one question that I can answer without a scintilla of doubt, 
and that answer is NO! 


Best- 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63205 


To: Rob Retz 


August 30, 1999 


From: Eric P. Newman 


As to your letter postmarked August. 23, 1999. I will respond in 
several parts. 

Your reference to the Higley matter is based on something 
unknown to me. 

You state "someone who had previously stolen coins ***" was 
involved. That might indicate a pattern of repetition, making the 
situation as you say "obvious". You are referring to a previous 
situation of which I am unaware. 

The court findings in the ANS Cent matter state that a 
switching by Sheldon occurred about 1954 in the T.J. Clarke 
collection. That was probably after the bulk of ANS switching but 
the pattern is the same. 


How similar the situations seem to be ! 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


To: Rob Retz August 3D, 1999 

From: EPNNES 


As to reprinting of the photographs of Fugio coppers from my 
original negatives I am glad to follow your thinking- You already 
have my caveats. The conditions under which consent is given for 
the use of the negatives or any part thereof include the following: 

1. Use for C-4 purposes only for publishing and/or selling 
of positive images. 

2. This is a non-exclusive right and we can also do so or let 
others do so. We have no such intentions however. 

3. There will be no payments to us for C-4 use. 

4. The Eric P. Newman or Newman name or intial shall be used 
in appropriate places. There shall be no mention of the 
name Kessler or any variation or abbreviation thereof. 

5. We will receive 6 gratis copies of any use. 

6. The C-4 right to use shall expire on January 1, 2001 but 

anything published and available before such date may be 
sold thereafter. 

7. The right to use may not be assigned. 

8. The negatives shall be promptly returned after use. 

9. Rob Retz may wish to add any other conditions. 
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Fob Retz 



August 30, 1999 


Dear Rob: 

As to your August 23, 1999 letter my answer is in parts due 
to several subjects being included. 

I appreciate very much your willingness to report your frank 
feelings and the feelings of others as to the ANS one cent matters 
including comment concerning the talk I gave during the Chicago ara 
at the meeting of the Chicago Coin Club. I was asked by that club 
to talk on an exciting numismatic experience and I believe you will 
agree that I did what was requested. 

I would not wish on anyone the responsibility to participate 
in a mess like the Sheldon matter. X was asked to do it and as a 
member of the ANS Council I felt that I had a fiduciary duty. I 
knew it might be difficult and complex. ANS being the original 
victim did what it could to be as fair as possible. ANS did not 
start the long litigation as suit was filed against ANS. (See Coin 
World correction on August 23, 1999 , p. 105). ANS wanted to 
compromise from the beginning. 

I fully understand most of the feelings of innocent people. 
I do not ’’hate" Sheldon. I simply regret Sheldon's action and its 
effect on others, including ANS, collectors, dealers, etc., 
including their losses, their disappointments, their frustrations 
and turmoil. It put many in a very difficult position to learn 
that they might have stolen material in their hands. After Sheldon 
committed his thefts he attempted to cover them up by creating 
false pedigrees, showing no respect for the numismatic community 
in the future. 

Naturally dealers are bothered by extra problems created for 
them because of stolen coins still at large. At my talk before the 
Chicago Coin Club a collector and researcher exposed his feelings 
that ANS had let its attorneys go too far and questioned the ANS 
position of withdrawing the exchange of the substituted coin for 
the return of the stolen coin. The staff time for ANS people and 
the expense of the ANS actions on account of the theft were 
enormous. 

I am fortunate that my "enemies" say what they say about me 
now. I do not have to wait for what may be said 20 years after ny 
demise as was indicated as to Sheldor. in your letter. My "enemies" 
may even change their minds. My friends may also change their 
minds. I understand their point of view, and I prefer logic 
rather than emotion and must recognize conflict of interest 
wherever it may exist. I feel I must call a spade a spade as to 
facte. 
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You raise the point that even if ANS got back all the coins 
stolen it would be minuscule as to its holdings. How would you 
like to be an ANS donor and have ANS take little responsibility to 
recover what you gave. ANS would get severe criticism from some 
people that ANS failed to do its duty. The public is entitled to 
enjoy and study the holdings of a museum now and into the future, 
and any other position is unjustifiable. 

You point out that plausible opposing theories can be 
constructed. Do you feel ANS did not investigate this? ANS 
concluded and the Court concluded that Sheldon was a thief after 
a study of an enormous quantity of evidence. It was a body of hard 
facts, not speculation. Hypothetical theories are not realistic 
when facts show otherwise. 

If those who have or had stolen coins had exchanged them for 
substituted pieces in the years when that opportunity was available 
that would have been a reasonable compromise; no lawyers 1 expense, 
no litigation and no more trouble. Only a few did that. Some may 
have felt that ANS could not prove its ownership, and that was a 
risk that they deliberately took. Some might have returned the 
stolen coins to the source from which they obtained them, but a 
rise in value could have influenced the situation. 

Please feel free to comment further and to have others do the 
same. I admire so much your willingness to forward v.ieW3 which may 
be contrary to mine. You have been unusually helpful and my 
thinking changes when new facts come to light. None of us know all 
the answers. Put yourself in my position if you have the nerve to 
do so, but don't lose any sleep. 

Numismatics is great nevertheless. 

Yours, 


Eric P. Newman 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis , Missouri 63105 


To: Rob Retz September 3, 1999 

From: EPNNES 

More on your recent communications. 

The photographs you took at my home have been checked and I 
admire your photographic prowess. I thank you so much for the 
positives. 

The Connecticuts are very sharp and clear but the color seem 
odd on some. 1787 3-D(l) is dark green on the print and dark brown 
in fact. Some of the other pictures are artificially greenish. 
I guess that improves them. There were no pictures of 1787 15-R 
or 1788 2-D. I presume you have no extra copies of these or they 
didn't come out. 

The Fugios came out very well and I hope they help you. 

The 1841 dime pictures are nice enough for my purposes, but 
my eyes are not sharp enough to tell if they can be improved. 

The two boxes of borrowed Fugio material arrived but have not 
yet been opened or examined. If the negatives of the Fugios are 
there you should tell me what you want me to do with them as to 
C-4. 


Dear Eric, 


q[is(w 


All of your conditions for the plate reprint are most acceptable. I'll add just one- 
that each print be stamped on the back with the following: Reprinted by the 
Colonial Coin Collectors Club (1999) from original negatives courtesy of the Eric 
P. Newman Numismatic Education Society. 

I still have the negatives. I'll forward them to Tony Carlotto (of Vermont copper 
fame) who will do the actual photo work. He must be on vacation this week as I 
can't get a hold of him, but I will send them to him after he gets back. 

I'll see what I can find on the 15-R and 2-D photos. They're probably here 
somewhere. I'll get them to you ASAP. The greenish cast is something that crops 
up from time to time. I always attributed it to ambient fluorescent light. I guess 
that's another one of my theories that goes out the window. You're much too 
generous with your appraisal of my photography. As I said before, I rate it 
'serviceable.' 

Concerning the large cent affair- we'll agree to disagree. 


Best, 


October 3, 1999 



Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Eric, 

I am pleased to inform you that the Colonial Coin Collectors Club is awarding you 
our lifetime achievement award in colonial numismatiics at our November convention 
James Spilman was our first recipient As you know, our convention is being held at the 
Radisson Hotel, Boston, MA from 11/5-11/7/99. The award would be presented at our 
general meeting at 9:00AM on November 6 I do not know whether you will attend the 
convention, but I will ship the award if you cannot be there 


Rob Retz has informed me that you are permitting C4 to reproduce your famous 
Fugio plates This will be a big plus for the hobby plus an excellent fund raiser C4 will, of 
course, follow the terms and conditions that you specified Thank you on behalf of the 
members of C4 


Yours truly, 



Dennis P Wierzba 
President 



